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. . ByTacy Dahlby o

- oVashington Post Forelgn Service .
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7o d:ggflrz‘égoffs; pans picturesque northern coastline today, spawning

niering g the fenced 15-foot tidal waves, leaving at least 32 persons dead and
causing widespread damage over seven of the country’s
_..prefectures.

:=The quake, the most deadly to hit Japan in 15 years,
hit shortly after noon with its epicenter in the Sea of
Japan about 100 .miles off the shore of Akita prefecture
il Jghg_gg_ntrys theastern - Tohoku region and 340
,m;];ggﬁpor;h of Tokyo. The quake registered a mégnitude
of 7.7 on the open-ended Richter scale, and left 60 per-
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__ As aftershocks from the tremor continued to rattle the.
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TOKYO May 26—A powerful earthquake rocked Ja-
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d Jimmy Carter.
The new Soviet Embassy com-
otnd on upper Wisconsin Avenue
“Washington was largely com-
pleted two years ago when Soviet
“““ personinel moved into thexr housing
— facilities.
**Although the cornerstone for the
~~-mew American Embassy here was
~laid in 1979, the project is only
about 30 percent complete and is
~not expected to be finished until late
--1985 at the earliest, according to
1].8, construction specialists here. Its
estimated cost of $100 million has
....risen by 20 percent since 1979.

.~ The project includes an eight-sto-
.1y chancery building, originally
... slated for completion this year, an
. elementary school building, sports
and other recreational facilities and
_housing for 134 families.
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frequently about dlfflcultles thh
. Soviet workers, Under the agree-
" ment’ the United States is not al-
lowed . to import foreign workers to

do the job. It is allowed to have
about 40 supervisors on the site.
- The 900-by-450-foot complex is

surrounded by a wire-mesh fence
and lit by floodlights, presumably to
prevent clandestine installation of

listening devices.

Other precautions include trans-
parent pipes within sections of the
chancery building to allow security
personnel to monitor possible use of
the pipes by the Russians to sneak
in bugging devices.

The site was almost deserted to-
day, and several U.S. construction
supervisors were reported to be plan-
ning to depart for the United States
for the duration of the shutdown,
which came just as work was accel-
erated to take advantage of the mild
summer weather. For most of the
year, Moscow’s harsh climate allows
or only a single shift




